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What Is a Community? 
A community is group of people.  

Sometimes the people in a community live together. 

Sometimes the people in a community work together.  

Sometimes the people in a community learn and play together.  

You belong to a number of communities: 

• Your family is a community. 

• Your class is a community. 

• Your school is a community. 

• Your neighborhood is a community. 

• Your town or city is a community, too.  

 

This family poses for a picture at the park. 
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A Family Is a Community 
A family lives and works and plays together. A family may live in 

an apartment, a house, a duplex, or a trailer. A family works 

together. A family shares chores so that the household runs 

smoothly. A family plays and has fun together. A family may play 

in the park, visit the zoo, or go to the movies!  

Let’s Talk and Share 

1. How many people live together in your family? 

2. How do the people in your family share chores so that the 

household runs smoothly?  

3. What chores do you help out with at home?  

4. How does your family like to play and have fun together?  

 
_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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Things to Do 
Family Tree: Me and My Family 

Create a family tree of you and your family. Cut out a leaf for 

each member of your family. Write the names of your siblings, 

parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents on each leaf. 

Don’t forget to include yourself! Glue your leaves (family 

members) to the correct place on your tree. 

 

You and your siblings:  

 

 

 

Your parents:  

 

 

 

Your grandparents: 
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Family Tree Leaves 
Leaf Cut-Outs 

Cut out a leaf for each member of your family. Write the names 

of your siblings, parents, and grandparents on each leaf. Don’t 

forget to include yourself! 
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My Family Tree
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A Class Is a Community 
A class is a community with many different members. The 

students in the class are members of the community. The teacher 

and the teacher assistants in the class are members of the 

community. The parent helpers in the class are members of the 

community. YOU are a member of the community! 

Vocabulary Words 

• Community: a group of people who live and work together 

• Member: a person who is part of a group 

• Support: to help, care for, or listen to other people 

• Opinion: an idea or a belief about something 

• Fact: something that we know is true, or something that we 

know happened 

Complete the sentences 

Each member of our class is responsible for: 

________________________________________________ 

In our community we have many:   

________________________________________________ 

In my opinion, I think: 

________________________________________________ 

It is a fact that our school: 

________________________________________________ 
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My Family Portrait 
Draw a picture of you and your family. Print a sentence 

underneath your picture. Tell something special about your 

family. 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________

____ 
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Community Word Search  
Working, Learning and Playing Together  

The members of a class community work and learn and play 

together. They share classroom chores. They learn and work 

together in groups. They share games and puzzles together. They 

help and support each other. They listen to each other. They 

share thoughts, ideas, and opinions with each other. 

Word Search 

 Community  

 Group  

 Member 

 Support  

 Help 

 Care 

 Listen 

 People 

 Opinion 

 Idea 

 Beliefs  

C Z H B C B X P D B 
O J C A G I A E C P 
M C R L D D N M O K 
M E S X V E U B D B 
U R P F T Z D R W H 
N T V S E E M E Y B 
I E I R Y I S B I Q 
T L O S K U L M Q D 
Y S I J P G P E I N 
X Z I P G Q R M B G 
P N O I N I P O M C 
R R A E D I E H U Q 
T I I N W A B E A P 
Q K L T D W C L O O 
K P E O P L E P K F 
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Amazing Maze  
Work with a partner to answer these questions: 

1. How do people in your class help and support each other? 

2. Which classroom chores do you like to help out with? 

3. How do the students in your class work and learn together?  

4. How do the students in your class like to have fun and play 

together? 

Work with your partner to complete the maze! 

 

Partner 2 

enters here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partner 1 

enters here. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name:   Communities  

 

SchoolonBoard Resources   13 

Fact or Opinion? 
Think about these questions. 

How do the students in your 
class share their thoughts 
and ideas and opinions?   

How is a fact different from 
an opinion? 

Do people always have the 
same ideas or opinions?  

How can we show other 
people that we care about 
their ideas and opinions?  

Quiz: Fact or Opinion?  

Look at the picture above. Then answer the questions below: 

Circle “F” for a fact. Circle “O” for an opinion. 

1.  F   O   The players are the most talented in the league. 

2.  F   O   They are playing baseball. 

3.  F   O   The girls are wearing numbered jerseys.  

4.  F   O   Girls are not good at playing sports.  

These girls are playing baseball. 

 

 

 

To the Teacher 

Discuss the differences between fact and opinion with students. Elicit definitions from 

students. Use large chart paper to record attributes of “Facts” and “Opinions”. Discuss 

issues of tolerance and inclusivity, especially those that explore diversity of opinion and 

belief. 
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A Class Is Part of a School 
Community  
A class is part of the bigger school community. A class is part of a 

school community. You are a member of a class community. 

You are a member of the bigger school community, too. 

The People in a School Community  

These are the members of a 

school community: 

 The principal 

 The teachers 

 The teacher assistant 

 The librarian 

 The library assistant 

 The computer teacher 

 The parent volunteers 

 The custodian 

 The janitor 

 The secretary 

 The visiting school nurse 

 The visiting police liaison 

officer 

 The school counselor  

A teacher helps her students. 
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Community Helpers 
A Brainstorming Activity 

Write the names of eight community helpers on the lines 

provided. Draw one thing that represents each helper in the 

circles provided.  

 

Community 

Helpers 
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School 100 Years Ago… 
Over one hundred years ago, schools were very different from the 

schools of today. Students from grade one to grade eight were 

usually in one big schoolroom together! 

How might older students have helped the younger students? Do 

you think there were problems as well as benefits to the one big 

schoolroom?  

Benefits:     Challenges:  

1.      1. 
 
2.      2. 
 
3.      3. 
 
4.      4. 
 
5.      5. 
 
6.      6. 
 
7.      7. 

      
To the Teacher 

Search photographs of one-room schoolrooms on the Internet. Encourage students to 

explore issues of reciprocity and the benefits of mutual support. List potential problems and 

difficulties inherent to multi-age classroom communities, and then brainstorm related 

solutions. Discuss the advantages and benefits of multi-age instructional settings. Elicit all 

responses from students without offering informed opinion yourself. 
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Sharing Responsibility in a School 
Community  
The people in your school community help and support each 

other. The people in your school community share responsibility. 

Sharing responsibility means: 

1. Sharing chores and cleanup jobs around the school. 

2. Helping other people who need help. 

3. Listening carefully to the things that other people have to 

say. 

4. Always acting in ways that help the school run smoothly. 

Who Is Responsible? 

Many people in your school have different jobs to do, but every 

person in the school shares responsibility for making sure that 

the school is a good place to learn and work and grow.  

Let’s Talk and Share 

Should the grown-ups in your school have more responsibility 

than the boys and girls? Why, or why not?  

 

To the Teacher 

Initially establish small-group discussion around this topic. Then have each group 

share conclusions and opinions in a whole-class discussion setting. 
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Community Helpers Word Search 
There are 10 community helpers hidden in this word search. 

Write the names you find on the space below. 

1.____________2. ____________3. ____________ 

4.____________5. ____________6. ____________ 

7.____________8. ____________9. ____________ 

10.____________  

 

F T R O T C O D D Q 
I J U N L W X V R H 
R N A I R A R B I L 
E N C L V O D Q V J 
F X M A S X Y O E I 
I B A B R T B I R T 
G L H U W R F A C S 
H I R S C P I O T I 
T A V E O I L E E T 
E M P L H L P G R N 
R S I O E C A N S E 
Y C R C A B A U F D 
E Z T U R K B E H W 
E O B A N E W I T F 
R W G O F F I C E R 
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Now It’s Your Turn to Write 
How do YOU share responsibility in your school?  

Think about the questions below, and then write down your 

answers in the space below. Share your answers with a partner. 

1. How do you help with cleanup around your school? 

2. How do you sometimes help the younger students outside 

on the playground?  

3. Why do you think it is important that you and other people 

share responsibility in your school?  

 
How I Show Responsibility in My School: 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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Sharing Responsibility 
You and Your School Community 

The people who work and learn and play together in your school 

make up your school community. 

The people in your school community help and support each 

other. When people help and support each other, things run 

smoothly. The people in your school share responsibility. 

Sharing responsibility in your school means: 

Sharing things with other people. 

Helping other people. 

Listening to the things that other people have to say. 

Helping to keep the school clean and tidy. 

Tile Scramble 

1. Cut out the tiles shown under the dotted line. 

2. Unscramble the tiles.  

3. Glue the tiles to the correct box. 

4. Answer the message: __________________. 



Name:   Communities  

 

SchoolonBoard Resources   21 

Everybody Is Important 
Every person in your school is important. You are important! 

Your friends and all the other students in your school are 

important. The principal, the teachers, and all the other workers 

in your school are important. 

Alphabetical Order Fun 

Place the following community helpers in alphabetical order: 

                                  

 Teacher 

 Bus driver  

 Dentist 

 Garbage Collector 

 Librarian 

 Nurse 

 Police officer 

 Doctor 

 Firefighter 

 Mail carrier 
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Community Crossword Puzzle 
Everyone Has a Job to Do!  

Fill in the missing words using the word list below. Try to solve 

the puzzle by making the missing words fit perfectly in the 

puzzle.  

1. The cleaning staff is responsible for making sure that the 

building is __________.  

2. Communities help people live safe and happy lives. People help 

make communities __________ and happy places to work or 

learn or play.  

3. The principal is responsible for making sure the __________ 

runs smoothly.  

4. A community is a group of __________ who live and work and 

play together.  

5. Many people in your school have different jobs to do. Every 

person in the school shares 

responsibility for making the 

school a good place to 

__________ and grow.  

6. The teachers are 

responsible for making sure 

that every boy and girl is 

able to grow and learn.  
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Wilbur Wibblespoon Who Would 
Not Work 
Wilbur Wibblespoon is a grade three student in Ms. Emily 

Emerson's classroom. Wilbur is a good student. He loves to read 

and write stories, and his addition and subtraction homework 

sheets are always neatly presented spot-on-time every Tuesday 

and Thursday morning at 8:30 sharp, when classes begin. Yes, 

Wilbur Wibblespoon is a good student. That is, he's a good 

student in all ways except for one. Wilbur Wibblespoon won't 

clean up. He’s never cleaned up. Not ever. Not once. And Wilbur 

Wibblespoon is a messy sort of kid…  

He paints pictures, but he never washes his paintbrushes or 

rinses out his paint jars. He builds giant Lego spaceships, but he 

never puts away the leftover Lego pieces. He begins jigsaw 

puzzles, but when he feels tired or fed up, 

he just walks away and leaves all the 

jumbled-up pieces heaped on his desktop. 

He takes wax crayons and felt pens from 

the big crayon shoebox, but when the 

recess bell rings, he runs off and leaves 

all the crayons and pens scattered about 

his desk or dumped on the floor. He 

gobbles up his peanut-butter sandwich 

and cherry-berry tart at recess break, but he leaves a plastic 
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wrapper and cherry-tart crumbs on his tabletop when he's done. 

(And that's when there’s even a class garbage can standing close 

by!). And it isn't as though Ms. Emily Emerson hasn't talked 

about class rules, class responsibility, and class clean up. That is, 

it isn’t as though Ms. Emerson hasn’t talked often about 

community spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

In the picture below, draw a map of Wilbur’s classroom: Include a painting centre, 

Lego and blocks centre, drawing centre, and Ms Emerson’s desk. Assign one desk 

to Wilbur by scattering crumbs on one desk. Incorporate the student desks below: 
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Almost every day she gently reminds her students that a class is 

a community, where boys and girls and teachers and parent 

helpers all work and learn and play together. She tells her 

students that in a true community, people must share the 

workload. People must listen to each other, respect each other’s 

needs, and decide on community rules together.  

So you can well imagine how upsetting it was for Ms. Emily 

Emerson to have a fine student like Wilbur Wibblespoon 

steadfastly refuse to clean up, tidy up, wipe up, or mop up 

anything, anywhere, ever at all.  

Things came to a head in Ms. Emerson's classroom on the 

afternoon of October 31st. at the class Halloween party. Wilbur 

Wibblespoon began dumping literally hundreds of paper scraps all 

over the floor, while humming a merry little tune as he glued 

cutout shapes onto a scary-ghost collage. 

And all of this when only fifteen minutes 

earlier he'd thoughtlessly tossed a chewed-

up brown apple core onto Ms. Emerson's 

desk (Ms. Emerson's very own teacher's 

desk, no less) right after he'd chomped 

down on an apple at the apple-bobbing 

contest! And if this isn't enough to horrify 

you, just wait ‘til you hear about the 
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cupcake-decorating contest… 

As you may well imagine, Wilbur certainly didn’t take much care 

when it came to shaking those colored sprinkles onto the 

chocolate icing, which was already neatly clumped on each little 

cupcake. Wilbur chucked those sprinkles everywhere. A few 

sprinkles did manage to land on a few chocolaty cupcakes, but 

most of those sprinkles rolled about and scattered about across 

tabletops and the linoleum floor. Some even shot across the room 

into Ms. Emerson's coffee cup, where they floated about in a 

dissolving swirl, while Ms. Emerson mopped at her brow and tore 

at her hair and glared at Wilbur (who was happily gobbling up 

left-over cupcakes). Kids standing about growled and complained. 

Parent helpers stood and watched with either their mouths 

hanging open or their tongues clicking. Meanwhile, Wilbur 

continued on scattering sprinkles and humming a merry little 

tune to himself.  

Wilbur had just gobbled up his third cupcake and wiped the 

sprinkles from his lips onto his jacket sleeve, and he was just 

about to step out across the classroom towards the book and 

puzzle shelf (where the extra cupcakes had been stashed) when 

something quite unexpected and most unfortunate happened. His 

rubber-soled running shoe stepped right into one of the cupcake 

wrappers he'd tossed onto the linoleum floor. And this chocolaty 

wrapper was nothing less than a greased-lightning skid-bomb. It 
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literally shot from under Wilbur's unsuspecting foot clear across 

the shiny linoleum floor. And Wilbur shot with it. Right on his 

bottom like a greased-lightning missile himself. Smack into the 

bookshelf with the puzzle center on top. Smack into the cupcake 

tray. In fact, smack into the cupcakes themselves.  

It was a sight to behold. There was Wilbur with his two legs in the 

air and clumps of chocolaty icing stuck to his hair and his 

eyelashes. Puzzle pieces were scattered about him, and a few 

books from the bookshelf continued to topple from the shelves 

and smack him hard on his brow and his nose. For a few seconds 

everyone in the room stood transfixed. It was such a 

magnificently messy sight that anyone, anywhere, would have 

stood transfixed for at least a few incredulous seconds. 

But then, all at once, everyone leapt into action. Ms. Emerson 

was the first to react. She clapped her hands and everyone 

rushed in to help. Kids standing nearby got paper towels and 

began mopping up chocolaty icing from the linoleum floor. 

Meanwhile, other kids began mopping up Wilbur. A parent 

volunteer gently helped Wilbur to his feet, while another gingerly 

bent down and plucked the greased-lightning wrapper from the 

toe of Wilbur's now-chocolaty running shoe. Meanwhile, Ms. 

Emerson carefully wiped sprinkles from Wilbur's chocolaty 

eyelashes, and if you'd studied her closely, you might have 

In the picture below, draw a picture of Wilbur’s unfortunate accident. Lightly 

sprinkle the classroom with cupcake sprinkles (including Ms Emerson’s coffee 

cup). Post Ms Emerson’s classroom rules on the classroom wall. What do you 

think the rules would say? 
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thought a wicked little grin seemed to twitch at the corners of her 

mouth.  

Wilbur was in shock. He stood there trembling in his chocolaty 

running shoes, while everyone about him rushed around cleaning 

up the chaos he'd created - and cleaning up him, too. And Wilbur 

began to think things over. He was surprised. He was impressed. 

He was touched. All the kids and all the grown-ups about him had 

rushed in to help. Everyone shared in the cleanup job. Everyone 

worked together. And the clean up went smoothly.  

Eventually order was restored, and the books and puzzle pieces 

were put back in place again. And not one single kid complained 

that all the extra cupcakes had landed on Wilbur instead of 

landing in his or her tummy. Meanwhile, Ms. Emerson continued 

to twitch a bit about the corners of her mouth every time she 

glanced over at Wilbur, who still sported a few odd sprinkles on 

his nose and eyelashes.  

But Wilbur learned a thing or two 

that day. He learned about sharing, 

and he learned about caring. He 

learned about people working and 

pulling together. And he 

remembered some of the things Ms. 

Emerson often liked to talk about. 
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Because Ms. Emerson had a way with words. She'd often gather 

the boys and girls about her on the little brown carpet in the 

corner of the classroom, and once there, she'd regale them with 

stories about sharing and caring and togetherness – and, of 

course, community. Especially community. Because Ms. Emily 

Emerson had a thing about community. And, you’ll remember, 

she also had that way with words… 

A community, she'd tell the boys and girls, is a special group of 

people who live or work and pull together. And everyone (Ms. 

Emerson often said) benefits when people pull together. And as 

Wilbur stood there that day, still idly plucking at the few 

remaining sprinkles clinging to his hair and eyelashes, he 

reflected on these things, and he reflected on the changes he 

thought he might make. Because being a member of a 

community, Wilbur thought, was a very special privilege. And a 

privilege, he finally reflected, was worth pulling your weight for… 

What are some of your classroom rules? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 
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Wilbur Wibblespoon Activities  
Write a story about sharing responsibility. Tell about how people 

share responsibility in your classroom. These starter questions 

will give you lots of ideas for your story: 

Paragraph 1:  

Why is sharing responsibility important? What happens in your 

classroom when students forget to clean up? 

Paragraph 2:  

How do you feel when someone in your class doesn't help to 

clean up? How does your teacher feel? 

Paragraph 3:  

What do think should happen when someone in your class doesn't 

help to clean up? What can you do to make sure everyone shares 

responsibility in your classroom? 

To the Teacher: 

Read students’ stories aloud during a class story period. Follow with discussion that 

relates to issues of shared responsibility in the school setting. Ask students for 

anecdotal input regarding the responsibilities they are expected to assume both at 

home and at school. 
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Coupon Booklet: How I Help At 
Home 
Make a coupon booklet. Think of 10 jobs you can do at home. Cut 

out the coupons carefully. Staple your coupons together into a 

booklet for your parents. 

 

Coupon 1: Redeemable Anytime! 
 
Job: 

 

Date:  

 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coupon 2: Sharing Work is Fun! 
 
Job: 

 

Date:  

 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coupon 3: I Love to Help at Home! 
 
Job: 

 

Date:  

 

 

________________________ 
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Additional Coupon Templates 
 

Coupon 4: I’m Here to Help! 
 
Job: 

 

Date:  

 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coupon 5: This is My Favorite Chore! 
 
Job: 

 

Date:  

 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coupon 6: Let Me Do This By Myself! 
 
Job: 

 

Date:  

 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coupon 7: Redeemable Anytime! 
 
Job: 

 

Date:  

 

 

________________________ 
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Special Times at School 
People often have fun together in a community. 

People have fun together in their school community. 

People celebrate special times and special events in a school 

community. These are some of the special times or special events 

celebrated in some schools:  

Celebrations: 

Thanksgiving  Halloween  Valentine’s Day 

Chinese New Year Christmas   Hanukah 

Ramadan    School Fairs   Concerts   

Sports Day  School Dances  Birthday Parties 

Brainstorming 

Can you think of special times or 

events celebrated in your school 

community? 

1. __________  2. __________ 

3. __________  4. __________ 

5. __________  6. __________ 

7. __________  8. __________ 
A boy celebrates his birthday. 
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Special Celebrations 
Let’s Talk and Share 

What special celebrations take place at your school?  

How do you and your classmates prepare for special days and 

special events at your school? Why do you think it is important 

that people in a community share fun times together?  

Word List 

Event: Something that happens that may be important. 

Celebrate: To have fun, or do special things with other people on 

special days. 

One Celebration in My School: 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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Shady Oaks School 
Participating in School Plays 

The school play at Shady Oaks School this year is a musical play. 

This means that the actors sing on stage as well as speak. The 

school choir sings in the play, too. The actors in the play wear 

special costumes and make-up. 

Keeping Fit at Shady Oaks School 

The students at Shady Oaks School want to be strong and 

healthy. They play active games and they play sports. 

Some students play in teams. How is a team also a community? 

Belonging to a Club 

A club is a community of people who work or learn or play 

together. Some students at Shady Oaks School belong to a school 

club. Some students at Shady Oaks 

School belong to the Chess Club. 

They play chess together at 

lunchtime. Some students at Shady 

Oaks School belong to the Skating 

Club. They practice ice-skating 

together after school in the winter. 

What makes your school special?  
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Why My School Is Special 
Tell about your school on the lines below. Draw a picture of 

something special that happens at your school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 
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Having Fun Together 
People get to know each other when they share fun times 

together. People learn to care about each other when they share 

fun times together. Communities run smoothly when people get 

to know each other. Communities run smoothly when people care 

about each other.  

Fun, Fun, Fun!  

Fun is important most every day, 

Being together at work and at play, 

I’m getting to know you in every way, 

I’m getting to know you more each day! 

 

I have fun when I: 

___________________________________________________. 

With my friends, I like to 

___________________________________________________. 

We have fun in class when we 

___________________________________________________. 

One way that I show that I care about someone is when I 

___________________________________________________. 

I show that I care about my classmates when I 

___________________________________________________. 
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Talent Show Time! 
We celebrate at school fairs and school concerts. We see and 

enjoy the special things that other people do. We show other 

people the special things that we do. 

Special Things That I Can Do 

Anna loves to sing songs. Anna can sing like a rock star! 

Freddy is a fast runner. Freddy likes to win races. 

Johnny plays hockey. He can skate and score goals. Johnny is a 

good hockey player. Mary-Jo takes ballet classes. Mary-Jo is a 

beautiful dancer. Andy is an artist. Andy draws and paints 

beautiful pictures. 

Prepare for a Classroom Talent Show 

Choose one special thing that you can do. Make a picture on a 

piece of paper showing the special thing that you do. Print a 

sentence under your picture that tells about the special thing that 

you can do. 

 

To the Teacher 

1. Have students share pictures during a class “Talk and Share” time. Pin pictures on 

a large classroom bulletin board or in a school hallway. 

2. Stage a classroom talent show. Have students show their skills or talents during an 

afternoon “concert”. Invite your students’ parents or school principal. 
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A Neighborhood Community 
A neighborhood is part of a town or a city. A neighborhood is a 

community of people who live and work and play together. A 

number of neighborhoods make up a town or a city. 

Now It’s Your Turn to Write: 

Write a story in your class journal. Tell about the following things 

in your neighborhood: 

1. Are there streets and houses and apartment blocks in your 

neighborhood? 

2. Are there shops and places to eat or drink in your 

neighborhood?  

3. Is there a library or a recreation center in your 

neighborhood? 

4. Is there a park or a playground in your neighborhood? 

5. Is your school a part of your neighborhood? 

6. Where are the places to play in your neighborhood?  

7. What things do people like to do together in your 

neighborhood? 

 

 

 

To the Teacher 

Take your students on a walk around their school neighborhood. Initiate a whole-class 

“Talk and Share” discussion before students commence writing. Use large chart paper or 

the blackboard to print key words and phrases that students may find useful. Wherever 

possible, show pictures or photographs of neighborhood settings. 
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A Neighborhood Poem  
My neighborhood is special to me,  

My neighborhood is a wonder to see;  

My neighborhood fascinates me,  

Yes, my neighborhood has much to see. 

Parks and trees and flowers grow there, 

Some of them common, some of them rare; 

Gardens and fountains are not few, 

Sparkling bright under skies so blue. 

 

Streets and avenues up and down hill,  

Much of the landscape they do fill, 

With apartment blocks and houses, too,  

Some of them old and some of them new. 

Bridges so fine cross a river so blue, 

Bridges huge and glossy and new, 

Some of them old and not so large, 

Opening up for ship or for barge. 

 

Malls and centers and shops galore,   

Shopping so much our feet get sore; 

Places to meet and maybe to eat,  

Places to rest our aching feet. 

Centers and swim pools you’ll find there, 

With things to do and things to share, 

My neighborhood is one of a kind, 

A finer place you’ll never find!  

Streets and avenues 

up and down hill… 

Draw a picture of 

your house. 
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Word Maps 
Making word maps is fun. Try making your own word maps. Work 

with a partner. Share your word maps with other partner-pairs in 

your classroom. Were your word maps similar or were they 

different?  

 

Neighborhood     Mall        Stores  

Neighborhood        ___________   ___________  

Neighborhood        ___________   ___________  

Neighborhood        ___________   ___________ 

Neighborhood     ___________   ___________ 

Neighborhood     ___________   ___________ 

Neighborhood     ___________   ___________ 

Neighborhood     ___________   ___________ 

Neighborhood     ___________   ___________ 

To the Teacher 

Print the poem “My Neighborhood” on large chart paper and display it on a bulletin 

board or blackboard. Read the poem aloud before encouraging students to read 

along with you. Generate a word bank: Things in our Neighborhood. Create word 

maps (see the examples that follow) based on vocabulary found in the poem or on 

the generated word list. 
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Poetry Writing: A Neighborhood 
Poem  
Writing a “neighborhood” poem is fun! Fill in the spaces below 

and you will have written your own poem. The word list that 

follows will give you lots of ideas for completing your 

“neighborhood” poem. Print 

your poem in your class 

journal and then make a 

picture of your poem. Share 

your poem with a class 

partner.  

My Neighborhood 

Oh, so __________________ 
is my neighborhood, 

Yes, so __________________ is my neighborhood, 

Oh, so __________________ is my neighborhood, 

Yes, it’s _________________ in my neighborhood; 

We have ________________ in my neighborhood, 

Yes, it’s _________________ in my neighborhood, 

Because so ______________ is my neighborhood! 
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Make a Word List 
Work with a partner and make your own list of words using the 

Neighborhood Poem. Share your word list with other partner-

pairs in your classroom. 

Word List 

___________  ___________ ___________  

___________ ___________ ___________ 

___________  ___________ ___________     

 

Challenge: Brainstorm 12 additional words 

___________  ___________   

___________  ___________   

___________  ___________

 ___________ ___________ 

 ___________ ___________  

 ___________ ___________



Name:   Communities  

SchoolonBoard Resources   44 

Your Neighborhood  

Things Found in Nature 

Living things are a part of nature. Living things are found in every 

neighborhood. Plants and flowers grow in neighborhood gardens. 

Bushes and trees grow in neighborhood streets and parks. 

Bushes and trees grow in neighborhood planter boxes. Trees and 

flowers grow in city squares and parks. 

The Neighborhood Park  

People play and have fun at the 

park. 

There are flowers and bushes and 

trees at the park. 

There are birds and animals at the 

park. 

Sometimes there is a lake with 

ducks or swans at the park. 

There are people walking and 

running in the park. 

There are always people playing 

and having fun at the park! 

Fun at the park! 



Name:   Communities  

 

SchoolonBoard Resources   45 

Now It’s Your Turn to Write 
Make up your own “City Park” story. Read the sentence starters 

below. Choose an ending for each sentence.  

1. In the park I play: 
 
________________________________________________________. 
 ball with my brother and sister. 
 soccer with my friends from school. 
 Frisbee games with my dog Spot. 
 “catch” with my dad. 
 hide and seek with my little baby brother. 
 
2. In a park I see: 
 
________________________________________________________. 
 animals in the trees and in the animal pen. 
 ducks swimming in the pond. 
 people running and exercising. 
 people playing games in family groups. 
 people sitting on the grass and sunbathing or talking. 
 people having picnics together. 
 
3. I visit the park with my:  
 
________________________________________________________. 
 mom or my dad. 
 friends when we want to practice our soccer skills. 
 brother when he wants to show me his secret hideout. 
 sister when she wants to hunt for snakes. 
 friends when we want to play outside. 
 babysitter before my mom gets home from work. 

To the Teacher 

Brainstorm with students and create a more extensive word list of possible 

sentence endings. Have students create a number of other sentence starters: “In 

the park animals like to…”, “At the pond people like to…”, etc. 
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A School is a Community  
School Mapping Activity 

A school is a community of learners. What things do you see 

inside your school? Draw a map of your school. 

Share your map with a partner. How are your 

maps alike and different? 

 

 

 

Have you included: 
 
• The Library 

• The Office 

• The Lunch Room 

• Classrooms 

• Water Fountains 

• Bathrooms 
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Man-Made Things in Your 
Neighborhood 
Man-made things are things made by people. They are not living 

and growing. Man-made things are found in every neighborhood. 

Highways and bridges and tunnels are built by people. Shopping 

malls and recreation centers are built by people. Streets and city 

squares are built by people. Houses and apartment blocks are 

built by people. Statues and fountains are built by people. 

Brainstorming Activity 

With a partner, brainstorm 9 things found in your neighborhood: 

Created by Nature:   Build by People: 

1. Trees      1. Playground 

2.       2. 

3.       3. 

4.       4. 

5.       5. 

6.       6. 

7.       7. 

8.       8. 

9.       9. 

10.       10. 
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Word Scramble: People-Made 
Things 
People who live in cities see many man-made things about them.  

Word Scramble: People–Made Things 

Work with a partner to unscramble the man-made things below.  

Unscramble: 

1. reidbg     Answer: _________________ 

2. penaarttm gildbiun  Answer: _________________ 

3. hcolso     Answer: _________________ 

4. ailywra     Answer: _________________ 

5. pghopins lalm   Answer: _________________ 

6. tsrete     Answer: _________________ 

7. ulanypgrod    Answer: _________________ 

8. osuhe     Answer: _________________ 

 

To the Teacher 

Help student unscramble the man-made word list to find the following: bridge, 

apartment building, school, railway, shopping mall, street, playground, and house. 
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Word Scramble: Living Things 
People like to see living and growing things about them, as well 

as man-made things. People like to feel close to nature. How do 

you feel when you are close to living and growing things?  

Word Scramble: Living Things 

Create your own word scramble of living things. 

Unscramble: 

1. ______________   Answer: _________________ 

2. ______________   Answer: _________________ 

3. ______________   Answer: _________________ 

4. ______________   Answer: _________________ 

5. ______________   Answer: _________________ 

6. ______________   Answer: _________________ 

7. ______________   Answer: _________________ 

8. ______________   Answer: _________________ 
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You Belong to a Community 
Family, Class, School, Neighborhood and City Communities 

1. You belong to a family community. A family is a community. 

2. You belong to a class community. You and your classmates 

and your teacher are a community of learners. 

3. You belong to a school community. All the students and 

teachers at your school are a school community. 

4. You belong to a neighborhood community. A neighborhood is 

part of a town or a city.  

5. You belong to a town or city community. The people who live 

in your town or city make up the community.  

A family is a community. 
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A Town or City Is a Community 
A town is a community. A town is a place where people live and 

work and play together. A city is usually bigger than a town. A 

city is a community. A city is a place where people live and work 

and play together.  

Town and City Communities  

Are there streets and houses and apartment blocks where you 

live? Are there restaurants and coffee shops where you live? Are 

there highways and bridges and highway overpasses where you 

live? Are there shopping centers and malls where you live? Are 

there parks and green places where you live? Is there a library 

and art gallery and museum where you live?  

One Place I Would Like to Work 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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In Your Opinion… 
Think about the questions below and then share your ideas 

during a class “Talk and Share” time.  

 Why is a town or a city a good place to live do you think? 

 Why might some people choose to live in the countryside? 

 Why might other people enjoy living in a town or a city? 

 Why might some people not enjoy living in a town or a city?  

Road Maze 

Navigate your city’s highway to find your way home. Try to avoid 

getting lost on the road home! 
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Community Collage 
Make a collage of your community. 

Look at pictures of people and places in magazines. Cut out 

pictures that remind you of special places in your community. 

Glue your pictures to a piece of construction paper.  

Steps 

1. Cut out pictures from 

magazines. 

2. Overlap the pictures on your 

desk. 

3. Glue your pictures to a piece of 

construction paper. 

 

Show these things: 

 Places where people live. 

 Places where people work. 

 Places where people go shopping. 

 Places where people drive cars, trucks, trains, or boats. 

 Places where people go to play or have fun. 

 Places where people go to learn things or to see special things. 

Try taking some photographs of the place where you live. Glue 

your photographs into a picture booklet. Be ready to tell about 

your collage! 
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Write a Letter 
Write a story about why your town or city is special. Ask your 

teacher to help you find a pen pal in another class in another 

town or city. Send your letter to your pen pal. 
 

Your Name: __________________ 

Your School Address: _________________ 

Your City, Your Province or State: _________________ 

Your Country, Your School’s Postal or Zip Code: _________________ 

 

Today’s Date: _________________ 

 

Your Pen Pal’s Name: _________________ 

Your Pen Pal’s School Address: _________________ 

Your Pen Pal’s City, Province / State: _________________ 

Your Pen Pal’s Country, Postal / Zip Code: _________________ 

 

Dear _______________, 

I am a student in grade 

Something special about me is 

When I grow up, I hope to 

One thing you would like about our city or town is 

Please tell me something special about you. I’d like to know 

 

Sincerely, 
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Cities Are Special Places 
A city is a special kind of community. Some cities grow big. In 

very big cities, a number of smaller communities may join 

together to make up one big community - the city. 

How Do We Learn About Cities?  

One way to learn about cities is to look at pictures of cities. Look 

at the picture below. Answer the questions on the following page, 

and you will have written a story about the city in the picture. 

Print your answers in your class journal or on a piece of paper. 

 

This city is a special place. 
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One Big City 
A Writing Activity 

Look at the picture on the previous page. Then answer the 

following questions. 

1. Is the city on a river or on a harbor? Tell about the river or 

the harbor that you see in the picture. 

2. Are there streets in this picture? 

3. What kind of buildings do you see in the picture? 

4. Why do you think this may be a very big city? 

5. Do you think it would be fun to live in this city? Tell why or 

why not. 

6. How is this city like the community where you live? 

7. How is this city different from the community where you 

live? 

  

 

 

My One Big City Story 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
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Maps Tell about Towns and Cities 
One way to learn about a town or a city is to study a map. Look a 

the city map below. Answer the questions on the following page, 

and you will have learned a lot about this city.  
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A City Map Tells Many Things 
Map Reading Activity 

 Color the map as follows:  

Blue = water  Red = fire station  Orange = library 

Yellow = school and university   Green = park 

Pink = city hall   Purple = hospital  Brown = community center  

 2. Draw a red "X" at the intersection of Prince Street and Park 
Street.   

 In blue, draw the shortest walking route from City Hall to the 
community center. 

 Which is farther south, the bakery or the deli? _________. 

 What city building is located at F3? _________. 

 Which is farther east, the park or the day care? _________. 

 When you look east, you see the river. When you look north, 
you see the fire station. When you look northeast, you see the 
bakery. Where are you? _________ 

 What places do you see on the south side of Alcorn Street, 
while on your way from the hospital to the post office? 
_________, _________. 

 Is the bookstore near the university or near City Hall? 
_________. 

 What 5 streets intersect City Hall? _________, _________, 
_________, _________, _________. 

 Which places are found between Red Street and Simon Street? 
_________, _________, _________, _________. 
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Making a Map is Fun 
Maps tell about places. We learn about places and we find our 

way around by looking at maps. 

It’s fun to draw maps. Make a map of your school and school 

grounds. Label all the places on your map. 

A Map of My School 

To the Teacher 

Take walking tours about your school and school grounds. Encourage students to 

make notes or rough sketches as they go. In the classroom, gather the whole 

class together to share notes, observations and sketches. 

 


